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Former biologist opens CB surf school

B Winter trips to be offered

By Karay Lewivs
The Gazetre

When HKebecea Johmston learned to
surf tem wears ago, she prabbed a board
and followsd friends down to the coast
off Tofino, British Columbia.

Bur she knows that not everyoma's 5o
lucky 1o bave friends with ithe fime and
experlise fo reach technigue, ond that
there are safer ways o keamn how o
answer the call of the waves.

Ar she end of May, Johnsten opeied
Oregon  Surf Advenfures in Camnon
deach. Locared in Midtown, the surl
sehool will focus on group and individoad
sur: lessons, surl camps and winiertime
T Irips.

With Johmson and fellow instractors
Mike Selberg and Melissa Sunons, the
business offers doily group, fumily or
mndividual lessoms for peopls wha have
never Wached & surf board o individual
lessons for thase who want f0 work on
their dick dive, e roll or other aspects
of their surfing, lohnston sand.

Johnston is & Portland State Liniversery
graduate whe worked as p binbogrist with
{rregon Department of Foresiry and the
L5, Gieolegical Survey before she amd
her hushbamt, Badoey, decided o move o
Seaside for Johnston o star the school
and fench nther people ber pasaeon,

Her biotopy Buckyrowmd rubs off oo
the two-day surf comps for children ages
B-15 In addition 10 basics abouwl surfing,
Tohnston wanls o teach  participants
nhout oo safely wd soolegy.

*This is the ooean and this 1% Bow yod
tike care of 1,7 Johnston soounarnczed
whit she hopes stsbenis in the suel cargps
learm, "It's a2 beautiful, fragile ecosys-
L.

The surl camp will alzg include o i=ip
o local surfhoand maker Lanny Shuler's

shap on Highway 01,

Tohnston came L the Oregon Caast via
Hawnii, After she graduated from hagh
swohinn], she foflowed the waves [0 mors
chaltenging surf,

“T went there becnuse Tans jost in fove
with surfing,” she snid, In Hawaii, John-
slom surled every day — and sometimes
three times o day — and “really learsed a
lot phant surfing,” she sand.

Tm 2001, Johnston came back 1 the neaio-
Land, graduarsd fram PEL and staried wok
as i biclopgist, Last yeas, Johnston, who had
volunteered her services a5 a sarfing imstmc.
tor L maiey friends aver the years, decided to
start 2 surfing school.

=1 saw it need For instrocteon iy Oregon
in peneral,” she said.

She troveled to vorious susfling schools
looking at how they set up the programs,
incloding back to her surfing homestown
of Teline.

Ome of the bosiess' offerings that
developed from Johnston's research was
“gurfer girl camps™ fior girls of all ages.
Many women ond girls prefer o leam
surfing in an ail-female snpvironment.
Jahinston said.

“It makes them feel comforiable in
what ¢onld be an insrnidating slwaton,”
she said,

The femaole surf comps will slart with
wopa taught by Jocal instrector Dunaile
Benmell.

“¥oga is o ot of .., core work, a lat of
balance and o lel of patience, ami those
things go hand-in-hand with serfing.”
Johnsion said.

In the winter, when the surf isn’t so
inviling in merthern Oregon, the school is
planming wesk-long sorf camps {with all-
female and cio-ed oplons) b Cosia Rica.

Surfing is 0 way for everyone — a0
matter the ags — to become a child apain
and enjoy the water, Johnston said. Her
goal in staming a surf school @5 o intno-
duce people to that joy in a safe way amd
help start them on what could be o lite-
long inferesl.

“] want prople to have a fan tme out
in the water,” she saicl 1 wanl their first
experiencs surfing to be safe and 1 owant
them to want to go serfing again.”

“I want people 10 nof be intimidated
and 1o learm abowt it 50 that they')l be
comfortahle 1o go ool apgain on their
o, she said,

Oregon Surf Adventurgs, localed at
1235 South Hemlock, is open @ nom.-5
poob. seven days a week during the sume

ITCT.




